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Abstract. This study examines the social trends, values, and worldviews of the millennial
generation in South Korea, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan. Data were collected in 2019 through a
survey of 1,047 university students aged 18 to 25. The sample included 300 respondents from
South Korea, 447 from Kazakhstan, and 300 from Uzbekistan. As this generation is poised
to play a pivotal role in future Central Asian-Korean relations, understanding their distinct
characteristics is essential. The findings highlight significant divergences in individualism,

family values, and economic priorities between the youth of Central Asia and South Korea.
Keywords: youth, millennials, South Korea, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, survey.
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OCOBEHHOCTH NOKOJIEHUA MUJIJIEHHAJIOB
B PECITYBJIMKE KOPES, KASAXCTAHE U Y3BEKUCTAHE

"Kum Canuean
' Uncmumyma yenmpanbHoasuamcekux uccie008anutl, Yuusepcumem uHoCmpaHHuIx
a3v1k06 Xankyk, Ceyn, Pecnyonuxa Kopes

Angarna. byn 3eprrey Omnrycrik  Kopes,
Kazakcran okxoHe ©O30ekcTaHmarbl MHJUIEHH-
angap OybIHBIHBIH QJICYMETTIK TeHACHIHsIIA-
PBIH, KYHABUIBIKTaphl MEH JYHHETaHBIMJApPbIH
Kapactbipaabl. Jlepekrep 2019 xbutbl 18 6eH 25
’Kac apayblFbIHAarel 1047 yHUBEPCHTET CTYICHTI
apachlH/Ia JKYPri3iireH cayaiHaMa apKbLIbl JKH-
Hanapl. Ipikremere OmnHtycTik Kopesiman 300,
Kazakcrannan 447 >xoHe O36exctanHad 300 pe-
crioHaeHT Kipai. byn Oysin OHryctik Kopest men
OpTa’nblk A3usi apachblHAAFbl OoJaliaKk KapbIM-
KaThlHAcTap/a IMICNIyII pejl aTKapaTbIHIBIKTaH,
OJIAP/IbIH O31HIIK EPEKIICTIKTEPiH TYCIHY MaHbBI3/IbI
GorbIn TaObLIAABL. 3epTTey HaTrKenepi OpTaybik
Asust men OHtyctik Kopest xacTapbl apacbIHAAFbI
WHJMBU/yaIn3M, OTOACHUIBIK KYH/IBUIBIKTAp JKOHE
SKOHOMHKAJIBIK OaCBIMIIBIKTaparsl alTapibIKTai
QNIIAKTBIKTapAbl KOPCETE].

Tyiin  ce30ep: xactap, MHWUICHUAIIAP,
Onrycrik Kopes, Kazakcran, ©30ekcTaH, cayai-
Hama

Introduction

Annomayusn. JlanHoe uccienoBaHue H3ydaeT
COIIMANIbHBIC TPEHJIbI, IIEHHOCTH W MHPOBO33pE-
HHUe HokoneHuss MuuieHnanoB B IOsxHoit Kopee,
Kazaxcrane u VY3b6ekuctane. JlaHHble OBUIH CO-
opanbl B 2019 romy mocpeactBom ompoca 1047
CTYJIEHTOB YHUBEPCHUTETOB B Bo3pacte ot 18 1o 25
net. Beibopka Brirounna B cedst 300 pecrionneH-
toB u3 lOxHoit Kopen, 447 u3 Kazaxcrana u 300
u3 Y3oekucrana. [IoCKOJIbKY ATOMY TOKOJCHHIO
MPEICTOUT ChITPaTh KIFOUCBYIO POJIb B OYAyIIHX
OTHOMIEHUsIX Mexay LlenTpanbHoit Asueii u FOx-
Hoit Kopeell, moHuManue UX OTIMYUTEIBHBIX Xa-
PaKTEPUCTHK MMEET BaKHOE 3Ha4YeHHe. Pe3ynbra-
ThI UCCIICIOBAHKS JEMOHCTPUPYIOT 3HAYUTEIILHBIC
pa3nyus B YPOBHIX MHAMBUAYATU3Ma, CEMEHHBIX
[ICHHOCTEH U SKOHOMHYECKHX MPHOPUTETOB MEXK-
ny mononexbto llentpanbHolt Aszun u FOxHOU
Kopeun.

Knrouesvie cnosa: Mononexp, MUIICHUATIbI,
OxHas Kopesi, Kazaxcran, Y30ekucraH, ormpoc

The lifestyle, worldview, values, and identity of youth in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan

constitute the foundation for the behavioral characteristics that the adult population of
Central Asia will exhibit in the near future. Consequently, a contemporary understanding
of these factors is directly correlated with forecasting regional prospects, since the
youth demographic in these states will be instrumental in shaping future bilateral
relations between the Republic of Korea and Central Asian countries.

As social characteristics and orientations of this group crystallize, emphasizing
close ties with Korea becomes strategically important. Developing active cooperation
programs is necessary to expand and deepen mutual understanding between the
younger generations of these nations.

Methodology of sociological research

The study was conducted by the Institute of Central Asian Studies at Hankuk University
of Foreign Studies, with support from the National Research Council for Economics,
Humanities, and Social Sciences (NRC) under the Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea.

The survey was administered in 2019 to university students aged 18 to 25. The total
sample size (N=1047) consisted of respondents from Kazakhstan (n=447), Uzbekistan
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(n=300), and South Korea (n=300). The questionnaire was designed to provide
insights into social trends among the younger generation and was finalized following
consultation with local experts. Data collection was facilitated by local sociological
organizations, while statistical analysis was performed by researchers specializing in
Central Asian studies.

Results of sociological research

To assess value orientations, a survey was conducted with respondents being
asked to identify their primary purpose in life. Results indicate a stark contrast in
individualism. Among South Korean students, 80% stated they live for “personal
happiness,” compared to 45.6% of Kazakh and 46.0% of Uzbek students. Conversely,
living for “family happiness” was cited by 32.9% of Kazakh and 31.0% of Uzbek
respondents, whereas only 11.0% of South Korean respondents selected this option.

Notably, while 19.0% of Uzbek and 12.8% of Kazakh students expressed a desire
to live for the “development of their country,” none of South Korean students selected
this response. This reflects prevalent skepticism among Korean youth (average age 20)

toward their society, often encapsulated by terms such as “Hell Joseon™! and “spoon
class theory™.
Table 1. Primary Purpose in Life (%)

Response Kazakhstan Uzbekistan South Korea

Your own happiness 45,6 46,0 80,0

My family’s happiness 32,9 31,0 11,0

Development of my country 12,8 19,0 0,0

I don’t know yet 8,7 4,0 9,0

Total 100 100 100

The survey examined adherence to traditional values by asking if respondents
would marry against their parents’ wishes.

South Korean students demonstrated strong individualistic tendencies: 45% stated
they would marry despite opposition, while only 17% would comply with parental
wishes. In Central Asia, patriarchal traditions remain relatively more influential.
Nevertheless, 39% of Kazakh and 35% of Uzbek students indicated they would proceed
with marriage despite objections. A significant portion of respondents in Kazakhstan
(48%) and Uzbekistan (44%) remained undecided. This uncertainty may stem from

! “Hell Choson” is a popular satirical term in modern South Korea that expresses the deep disillusionment
of young people with the socioeconomic situation. It symbolizes life as hell, characterized by high com-
petition, unemployment, inequality, and a rigid class hierarchy, reminiscent of the hardships of the Joseon
Dynasty (1392-1897).

2 The “silver spoon theory” in Korea is a popular socio-cultural concept that states that a person’s social
status, wealth, and success in life are predetermined by the income level and assets of their parents. It
describes a rigid class division, where the position (spoon) cannot be changed by one’s own efforts.
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a generational shift where youth are cautious about adopting traditional patriarchal
customs yet remain influenced by the extended family structure. In Korea, the high rate
of uncertainty (38%) is likely attributable to awareness of the practical socioeconomic
difficulties of marrying without parental support rather than Confucian filial piety.

Table 2. Attitudes Toward Marriage Despite Parental Opposition (%)

Response Kazakhstan Uzbekistan South Korea
I would get married 39,0 35,0 45,0
I will not marry 13,0 21,0 17,0
I don’t know yet 48,0 44,0 38,0
Total 100 100 100

The survey examined adherence to traditional values by asking if respondents
would marry against their parents’ wishes.

South Korean students demonstrated strong individualistic tendencies: 45% stated
they would marry despite opposition, while only 17% would comply with parental
wishes. In Central Asia, patriarchal traditions remain influential. Nevertheless, 39% of
Kazakh and 35% of Uzbek students indicated they would proceed with marriage despite
objections. A significant portion of respondents in Kazakhstan (48%) and Uzbekistan
(44%) remained undecided. This uncertainty may stem from a generational shift
where youth are cautious about adopting traditional patriarchal customs yet remain
influenced by the extended family structure. In Korea, the high rate of uncertainty
(38%) is likely attributable to awareness of the practical socioeconomic difficulties of
marrying without parental support rather than Confucian filial piety.

Table 3. Attitudes Toward International Marriage (%)

Response Kazakhstan | Uzbekistan | South Korea
If I love this person, I will marry him 46,0 41,0 65,0
I would make a decision depending on

o 25,0 17,0 23,0
the situation
I will not marry under any circumstances 22,0 23,0 6,0
I don’t know yet 7,0 19,0 6,0
Total 100 100 100

Respondents showed generally positive attitudes toward interethnic marriage.
When asked about marrying a foreign national, 65% of South Korean students affirmed
they would marry if they were in love. Similar sentiments were observed in Central
Asia, with 46% of Kazakh and 41% of Uzbek students answering affirmatively. When
combining unconditional willingness with situational decision-making, the acceptance
rates are 71% for Kazakhstan, 58% for Uzbekistan, and 88% for South Korea.
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The survey assessed the importance of financial stability in choosing a partner.
Findings reveal that 60% of South Korean students prioritize a spouse’s financial
capabilities, implying expectations of a wealthy background or active economic
participation. In contrast, only 33.9% of Kazakh and 28% of Uzbek students prioritized
financial factors. Despite lower GDP per capita in the Central Asian nations, this result
suggests the persistence of traditional gender roles where the male is the primary
breadwinner and the female manages the household. The high emphasis on finance
among Korean students likely reflects the economic constraints of independently
maintaining a household in contemporary Korean society.

Table 4. Significance of Spousal Financial Capability in Marriage Selection (%)

Response Kazakhstan Uzbekistan | South Korea
Yes 33,9 28,0 60,0
This is not true 22,5 42,0 1,1

I don’t know yet 43,6 30,0 29,0
Total 100 100 100

Respondents were asked how they would allocate a significant accumulation of
their capital. South Korean students overwhelmingly prioritized stability, with 71%
choosing to purchase a home. Conversely, entrepreneurial aspirations were dominant
in Central Asia: 38% of Kazakh and 49% of Uzbek students stated they would invest
in their own business.

Table S. Primary Priorities for Large Capital Allocation (%)

Response Kazakhstan Uzbekistan South Korea
Buy a prestigious foreign car 5,0 2,0 4,0
Buying your own home 36,0 22,0 71,0

I will invest in my business 38,0 49,0 15,0

I will donate to the community 14,0 21,0 0,0

I don’t know yet 7,0 6,0 10,0
Total 100 100 100

Regarding temporal orientation, the majority in all three nations favored saving for
the future. However, South Korean students showed a higher propensity for immediate
consumption (28%) compared to their Central Asian peers (9.4% in Kazakhstan, 12%
in Uzbekistan).
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Table 6. Primary Priorities for the Allocation of Accumulated Capital (%)

Response Kazakhstan Uzbekistan | South Korea
I will save money because the future is 81,7 78,0 55,0
important

Since the present is important, I will 9.4 12,0 28,0
buy the necessary things

I don’t know yet 8,9 10,0 17,0
Total 100 100 100

Employment preferences varied significantly by region. Uzbek students showed a

strong inclination toward entrepreneurship (45%), whereas Kazakh and South Korean
students favored employment in public or private institutions. Notably, a large segment
of Kazakh (38%) and South Korean (35%) students remained undecided regarding
their career path.

Table 7. Temporal Orientation Toward Financial Management: Saving vs. Immediate
Consumption (%)

Response Kazakhstan | Uzbekistan South Korea
Work in government agencies 21,0 12,0 26,0
Work in private companies 23,0 22,0 34,0
Starting your own business 18,0 45,0 5,0
Not sure yet 38,0 21,0 35,0
Total 100 100 100

When asked for their primary association with Korea, Kazakh students most
frequently cited “K-Pop/Korean Wave” (45.2%), followed by “Korean-made
cars” (20.4%). In Uzbekistan, “Samsung” (31%) and “K-Pop” (28%) were the top
associations.

The lower prominence of K-Pop in Uzbekistan compared to Kazakhstan is notable
given the large Korean diaspora and widespread broadcasting of Korean dramas in
Uzbekistan. However, the strong association with Samsung and cars in Uzbekistan is
linked to the industrial presence of Daewoo (later GM) since 1996, which established
Korean vehicles as a dominant market force. In Kazakhstan, the “Korean Wave”
encompasses K-Beauty, cuisine, and fashion, with widespread adoption of Korean
dining culture and cosmetic brands.
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Table 8. Primary Associations with South Korea Among Kazakh and Uzbek Students (%)

Response Kazakhstan Uzbekistan
K-POP / Korean Wave 45,2 28,0
Samsung 16,1 31,0
Korean Partition 14,3 10,0
Korean-made cars 20,4 25,0
Others 4,0 6,0

Total 100 100

Regarding motivations for visiting South Korea, “study abroad” emerged as the
primary driver for students from both Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. However, the
preference for educational migration was significantly more pronounced among Uzbek
respondents, appearing nearly twice as frequently as in the Kazakh cohort. While
tourism and employment were identified as the second and third most popular reasons,
respectively, the distribution of these responses reveals distinct regional disparities.

These proportional differences are largely attributable to divergent visa policies.
Specifically, Kazakh citizens benefit from a 30-day visa-free entry regime, whereas
Uzbek citizens are subject to more stringent regulations, making even short-term tourism
difficult to access. Consequently, the higher inclination toward tourism and employment
among Kazakh students is directly linked to these higher levels of mobility.

From an institutional perspective, Uzbekistan is designated as a priority partner
under the Republic of Korea’s Country Partnership Strategy (CPS). Within this
framework, a substantial portion of bilateral cooperation, facilitated by organizations
such as KOICA and the EDCEF, is concentrated in the education sector. The proliferation
of Korean educational and vocational institutions within Uzbekistan, including Inha
University, the Tashkent and Samarkand Institutes of Vocational Education, and the
Sejong Academy, has fostered a perception of South Korea as a premier educational
hub. As a result, many young Uzbeks view South Korean higher education as a critical
vehicle for professional advancement and improved career prospects.

Table 9. Primary Motivations for Visiting South Korea Among Kazakh and

Uzbek Students (%)
Response Kazakhstan Uzbekistan
Study Abroad 36,0 57,0
Employment 21,0 18,0
Treatment 6,0 1,0
Tourism 34,0 23,0
Miscellaneous 3,0 1,0
Total 100 100
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Conclusion

The millennial generation in the surveyed nations will be instrumental in shaping
future bilateral relations. The study reveals distinct value divergences, where South
Korean youth exhibit high individualism and economic pragmatism, while Central
Asian youth balance emerging modern values with traditional patriarchal structures.

Based on these findings, it is recommended to implement targeted cooperation
programs that address these specific social orientations. Policy measures should focus
on fostering realistic exchanges and socio-cultural cooperation to ensure sustainable
mutual understanding between the future leaders of Korea and Central Asia.
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